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I called the Zamindar of that place, got his house vacated and occupied the
same.    This is a big place and everything is available  here. Water facilities
are less.    We stayed for the night here.
4fh January 1831
Starting at seven after sunrise on the morning of the 4th January we
set out to the great pilgrimage centre Gaya, which is twenty miles away and
arrived there by 2 o'clock. When I visited Kasi I invited one Gayavali
Ghotelal Bhayya the adopted son of Sahadeo Bhayya the Doulatrao Sindhya
Gayavali. He is a very nice person. He accompanied me on a separate
boat to Patna and followed me up to Gaya camping and eating along with
me at each halting place. He arranged a convenient -place for our stay In
advance, which is near to the river Phalgu and the temples of Gadadharaswami
and Vishnu Padam. By the grace of Almighty I enjoyed my stay at Gaya
as at my own native place. My Gayavali (Gayavalis are a class of purohits
who act as guides, purohits and attend on the pilgrims right from their
arrival at Gaya, up to their departure from there) Is endowed with wrealth
and good nature and he employed a country Brahmin Gadadhar Bhattto
look after his entire work and he looked after my comforts well. On our way
from Kasi there Is a place called Chapra where there is a European by name
Green. He was born at Chapra and he worked as acting Governor at Madras
and Ms father worked for a long time at Chapra. He requested me to enquire
about the welfare of his old servants and hand over some presents to
them. He also requested me to stay at Chapra for a few days to attend to
some repairs for the tombs of his sisters who died during their childhood there.
Hence I could not start to 6 Dhanurgaya5 early. So, though I could not
complete the Gaya pilgrimage during the solar month, I could at least start
It during the solar month.
Gaya is a big city. Four miles away from there on the northern side
there Is a locality called Sahebganj where the Europeans constructed houses
50 years ago and are living there. There is a big bazaar street with wholesale
grocers* shops and warehouses. Every commodity is available at cheap
rates. This Sahebganj area and Gaya city are inseparable now with large
number of houses In between. Altogether there may be three thousand
houses In both the areas and 25,000 population. There Is a District Collector
at Gaya under whom are one Magistrate, one District Judge, one Doctor
and one Tax Collector to collect taxes from the pilgrims. Gaya is in the
jurisdiction of Bihar District. Collector's office is established here since a
long time. All. types of goods including foreign goods are available here and
all types of workers are here. But watch repairers are not as many here as
at Patna. The sweetmeat shops here sell different varieties of sweets made
out of gingili seeds. As It is the season to grow bengalgram and peas we find
fresh and green plants with bengalgram and peas sold In the markets. The
leaves of these plants are also good for curry. Tender buds of calotropis
ginantea (inandara) flowers are sold in the market abundantly as a vegetable.